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Commentaires/Notes: 

Chers amis, 

. ci..:.. joint, vous trouvererez le dernier col!Uil'l.lniqué de presse du 
·Partisan Defense Copittee . notre organisation aux Etats­
Unis -- concernant Mumia Abu-Jamal. La traduction en français 
de ce communiqué vous sera envoyée le plus rapideJnent 
possible. · 

comme .vous pouvez le · ~~nstater, le communiqué insiste sur le 
fait que pour sauver Munda, il faut continuer et intensifier 
les l\\obilisations internationales, basées notallllllent sur la 
puissàncede la classeouvriëre. 

Malgré plusieurs essais, je n•a:i pas réussi a contacter le PCF 
{Je viens de leur envoyer un fax avec le conununiquë). Il est 
probable que la demande ·pour un nouveau procès soit refusée le 
~1 septembre. Des actions d'envergure sont nécessaires. Nous 
aimerions en discuter les termes avec vous. Pouvez-vous nous . 

· tcHéph~idement? . · . . 

Salutckions f~rn~üles, 
... ·. . . . . ·. . . . . J .:. . :> 

Pour . ] CDDS, 1 . . . · . ·. 

Myt-iam Benoîtî 
·. ~ / 
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FOR ï:MM:EDIATE RELEASE PRESS CONT~.--.- . ' ' ·. "' ~ " · · .· -- · Jànet'Jobii (212) ~jU . -August rz:~~~~o , ~-~~,- _ -
_·· , ·· ~~~ ;~~rrûa- Abu..Jamal! .Defense Notes No. 3, 17 ÂUgust' 1995 

---- ~~~-~9- -~~~ -,~abo's c~:llrt Recessed Untll September 11·_:·:··_ 
. . . . - ~-. -: .-: . ._ :.:. ;;: - -~: - . . - - . . . . . . . 

Report~~~-C~oom 
_. ~:,,thrée W.ëèlis of testimony~ on August 15, the Post Conviction Ré:lief hearingfor a 

new tnai 'iôr.d~~ r~ ~litical prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal was reœSsed. Jwfge Sabo set . 
Septèmber 11-for attomeysto present ~findings of fact" and oral arguments preceding his . 
ruling on ·t.hâ·Pbît& ~- . , · . -· . . . _ 

In the week.smeè he issued an indefinite stay of J amal's execution, Sabo continll.èd 
his attacks OliJmrudand his def'ecse team. On August 11, Mumia's leàd attorney, Leonàrd · · 
Wein~S.,;W'~ citeafor contempt and fmed $1,000 for taking "too lon.i" _ to hand over _- _ ·. 
autopsy :_SJideS '·_48!Îl~4ed by Sabo. On.,e\.ugust 15, as the hearingwas ending, Sabo again -
threatènèd'J~"~c(HX)unSel, RachelWolkenstein, with a $1,000 fine andj&il when shê -
argued;tQ~yê:aàp}itted as evidence a ·swom statetllent by a CorreCtions•Department .ofticiai ·. 
that prl'ri!~~or;~ndenœ hetw:~ Jamal arid his attorneyS bad been c:Onfiscated, copied 
and turiJ.ed .over to th43 govemor of Perinsylvania's general counsel. _ · 

. ··· whliè,:,.tJ::t~- Pz:o$'~tion pushed to have .the -defense rest its . case, Jamal's attorneys _· . · 
.• argtiéd. ·ih~iiH~.li~g .not be closecr as potential witnesses continue- to come forward.-AS 
Wolk~ t91~:,1· ~rter ·outside the eourtroom, witnesses are ~InÎI;lg forW-ard now . __ 

. because ~é§;s~ à legal team that is _fighting for Mumia and they-feel _ some protection for · · 
themsel\TeS~::.~opposed to the orchestr:ated ftame--up "trial'' of Jaznal· in 1982. - --.. · 

. . . ~Â~--ll, William Singletazj• took the stand and testified tbat on the night ()f!f'• .· 
December .1.981 he SaW another man shoot police officer Faulkner and fiee from the scene~· -
SingÏetaey ~ci. h~ saw Jamal then walk up to Faulkner and ask ifthere was anything he ·· 

.· cotùd·d6 .to 'lje1p. secondS:later, he testified, Faulkner's gun discharged, sending a bullefin~ 
MuD:lia.'S:~êhN:tL .· . . . _ _ 

. -. sin.gi~~ aiSo· testified to tlle intimidation he was subjected to by the Philly coi)S, 
describùfg ho.~ spent at the Police *dministration Building as the cops repeatedly "tOre . 
up" or ~eq.up and tbrew in the trasb'' statements he gave th$1. Singletary saidthS.t-a 
Detective Green toldhim ~0 writewhat he wsnted me to write [or] they would take me m 
the el~trir.-and. ooat me up/' Singletary testified that after five hours of being threatened •-. 
by th$ eo~~ -he fihally wrote a statement thà.t was "dictated" by Green which he signed · _-· · 
''because.-1 w®ted. to get out of there." This false statement was what was turned over to 
thedË(mse'~-tb.eri982 trial Singleb:ü:y's testiniony to the PCRA hearingwas cri:tical to 
denions#af:ingthat~the prosecution had suppressed evidence of Jamal's innocence. 

: ... -·.: - - :. 

-~- -:: 

MORE MORE MORE. 

. The·m •ls a~p~grc. noo-seetariAn l<:gal attd social cletènsa org;nlzatlon whk:h champiOTIS ca&es and causesln > 
the lnt•âst.Ofthe :wtmJe,Of the WÙrking people. 'll'!is purpoR is ln accorda nee w!~ the politlcRI viaws of the Spartaclst League. .. - -· 
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Qll.e:clay ~lier, William HanllO~ a PemJSylvania prison inJ:nate who had just newly 
comefon!~d,,~ed thàt he saw two men shoot Faulkner and tba.t n~er of them was 
Jmnal. Pôtli1:Ïilgto H1Û:mon's crlminal -record, thé press and prosecution dismissed his . ___ : 
testimo#:Y-W:it.b, Srieezmg ho.stllity~ Y et three out of four witnesses for the prosecution in the: 

· .. ·1982-triâlh.i!d"crlTiiirial records. The chief prosecution witness m 1,984_Cynthia Whit~ a <: ·-··- -
prostitUtç,- bad __ ~ ~ts against her. She was provided with police protection on the str~ 

. for giVi!lg.i:estiriîonjrthat echoed the oo.ps• fram&.:up story. In contrast; Hannon, a black - ··. _·. 
-. man, b.âêthôjhin:g tô _gain from his t~timony and, in fact, risks ~ding niore time injait _ 
. · (}#.~~~~-~y 9t' the PCRA hearing before the recess, Robèrt Chobèrt, another ofthê · · 
prosecu.t;iâ:ri.:~~ !rlP!9Sses from the 19~2 trial, took the stand. Chobert originaUy made a · __ -_-· 
state.ni~t:saji;i.gthe sb.oot:er of Faüllmer ran away. This was later clla;ngedto a statem.eïlt 
where he-;stiddibafJamâl was the shooter. Chober-t. a cab driver at the time. was drivhlg·:· .. -
without:l'!; liëeriSe/ A(thê.PCRA hearlng, he admitted that in 1982AssistanfDistrict . 
Attorney MêGill ~éd sind he would look iilto getimg Chobert's driver's lieense back forhim~ 
Although·this .nevÈ'!r •happened, Chobert continue4to drive a cab for lO.:years without a: · · · .. _ 

.. ·.· licens~iJn~;,~.Ji~êr- charged ._ .· · · .· · -· 

Th~h~~:Wül teconvene on september ·11. Anybody who luis· ~t t}Irough or ~d ,. 
about the _p#>~gs,in the courtknown as _Sabo:-land expects hiri1 to dènyJamal's petitipi:l, 
tisherin#" iii â Pz-ocess. of appeal.s to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court and federal courts if" · 
nec~:~é< : : :_ ':~- ~: ' ·.·• ·· _ _ .·. . ·· _ _ .· 

Th~ êost:Qfciln:ying on this legal struggle is eo.ormous. FundS are lirgently 
neededf.'ljo h~p_ mount the best posSI"ble legal defense for Mumia -Alni..Jamalt send a 
contribtiûôii;todâ.ytO:--Bill of_Rights Foundation_(earmarked "Mumia Abu~am.al Legal , 

·· Def8nSe"l81id D:xailit to: Committee to Save M~a Abu.Jama4 163 .Amsterdatn Ave., ~<>~ 
115,-N ew York; N:Y1002S:.500L · ·· 

._· .. · .. . The Fight Continues Worldwide: 
· c _; ,._,_ , , . __ . _· .· ;·Free Muinia! Abolish the Racist Death Penalty! 

· :rl-E~?~i~ "The Stay," written on Mgust 11, Mumia Abu-Jamal sent the 
follo~;fu~~ ·_ .· .· •. · - ._ _ · · .. 

. . .. -.- .- ' . ~ . ·:- -- -. . . .. · -

· .· · · ·. _"Altfiough. many radicals and progressives expressedjoy at news of the sta.Y, 
C?$er,po~tiëaianalysts saw it as a clevermove by a cleverjûdge, who did what mgliel- ~- . 

· oo~-_\V()Ulénre dona and, in so doing, attempted to blunt the edge off of a growmg-·· __ · . 
-:~<lYri#lîJ~t anti.-death penalty niovement, in Philadelphia and beyond, thereby .·_ :. -· ..... 
. stYmf~irig ~a;s~ries . of planned dEmonstrations. . . . - . 

. . _ --.·. , . "Wl:tat:ever the reasoning, let us utilize this precious time to build a stroliger .·_ 
SI1Ci; ,broader ~ovezrùmt, to not 'stay' one eXecution, but to halt thetri ali! Down witk . 

. · ~j~;;h!-~::=:l~ l\ffi~ once the pariah of the international comnnmity, · • 
~ _Ji;ibolished. -azz: executions as. ~an affront to the inherent right to .life, our task can 
n®:~ to merelystay (or slow clown) one man,s execution. No! It must be to echo the ··. 
worl&--atJ.ie EûropeSn. CommUIÙty, Australia, South Africa, et cl.~in total abolition 9f 
tlû$ -tacisfvestige of the lynching tree, ailforms of state murder." . · 
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OIL~.ùg\ist 9,-at a f\mdraiser for Jamal at the health and hospital workers union ..•.. 
· ·. Local . 11~:bal1 in. Phllaqelpbia, Parii.Afrlca read a letter from Nelson Mandela, president : . 

of South-1\ffi~_:to Govèrnor Ridge.· ~dela appealed, "! urge you to use your power aS.-. -.· ·. · • _.· . 
Govemor'·of-tlie:sfàte of:Pezmsylvaniâ'to commute the death sentence im~secl upon .M1·,.,ia .. : 
Abu-J~ryt"·~, --: ·/f '·~: . :· ; ~_ •. -· _ _ · · . > . · · _ · . • . • . , .·.· _·. 

-'ihe same day m Volta Redonda, Brazil, ov~ 200 workers and youth. rallied for Jamal. 
In front of the mémorial to Zilttlbi- leader of a . heroic slave revoit who was murdered by the· 
slmrocracyJti:.Bi-aiiiSOO years ago-;-they de:manded.: "Free Mumia Abu.JamaU Down with ·· · 
thë Racist~::P~alty!" Initiated by Luta Metalurgica (Metalworkers Struggle) and the . . · 
MUnicipa!'Work-é:s Umon; the rally drew participation from the Unifled Black Moven:tent .. .. ··. ·. 
and severS:I •other·:biack:' and lefl:ist orgmûzations. The mayor, city counciLand also the b~op - ... 
of Volta Rédond8.1ssûerl:statettients in defense of Jamal. There ha\P'e mo been demonstra;. . , ·. · -

. ti ons for ëTmriàl-iriJSao,Paulo and. Rio :(îe· Janeiro. ·. . . . . . . . . . 

-InP~,,-~n;:·~~ 9; banners ~~ding "Vie sauve poUl' Mumia Abu.Jamalt" flew . 
over a m()re1:l:i$n._ 1,QOO~StrÔng prote:st ciilled by the French Communist Party and the CÇ}T : _ · 
labor federation: In ChicagO on August lO, a labor-centered rally initiated by·tb.e Partisail· ~ - - ·. ·· 
Defense cpiiilPitteè incll:idelC'tspeakers representing the powerful transit workers unions, in _.·. · 

···th~ 'city as wêiFas''Jliê president of United .Auto Workers Local 4 77 md CookGounty . 
CommiSsion~~i.-I)avis~ .. : · · .. . 

On Aû.~ l1~,-~ PDê..initiated rally was held at the union hall of SEIU Local 399 -Îll­
Los A:ogeÏ:es, tlie niilitant, ls!rgely HisJ)anic "Justice for Janitors" Union .. Coming out of .. · · 
exten8ive'work bfSEIUlocâls in Calli"ornia on Jamal's bebalf, on July 29 the Western 
Regioilal COrife::encè of the sEru had passed a resolution demanding a stay of execution and· 
a .new trial;;~~o::~ Abu.J~'s laeyers can present new, formerly suppres5ed evidence." ~: ', ~ 

OJiéic>rtb.~ii:Syhote speakers atth~ L.A. rally was Local399 firSt vice president Do~ .. , 
Boyd Sriydér~}W.ho:wàSJ:tîstrmnental m mob.ilWng her union in a d~monstration demandin.g ~ '. -· 
freedom: fot'Geronimoji Jaga (Pratt)Jast year. ille Jamal, Geronimo, a former leader of the · .. ·· · 
Black Panther _Party; was -ft~ed up for a crime he did not and eould not have eommitted.. -.·· . · 
He bas ~-ij:Ï:jjilf()r almost a quarter of a century! Freedom Now for Geroriimo! • · 

-... :Rict,,fài%~; 'cliarrnum of the SEtU \V estero Regional Affirmative Action caucusp _ 
reminded thosêpresent that the L.A. rally for Jamal was taking place on the 80th anniver~ 
sary ofth~JV~tf;S:rlQts- _and th~ 50th anni.Versaiy of the bombing ofHli-osblma. and N agasâki; 
where-thotiSànê&)vêrËfm'urdered "forracism and 'renge.ance." · · · 

- Tho~~'1bnj,hiladelphia anci ·aro~d the country cam,e out for an am.ergeocy · 
rally.-· initiatEic.fby the ~ational PeQple's Campaigl:l_ and the International Concemed Fanlijy 
and Frien#~or-·MiriniaAbu.Jamal-. in Pllilly ·on August 12 call.ing to "Stop the Execution! · 
Save M~:l.\:()ü:farri'al!" Organizers estimate that at its heieht the crowd was soma 10,000 
strong. The;Sàil:)e.dâ;Y; protests for Jamal were held in Germany. France andBritain. On 1:he 
other side ·of-~ihe:iJ:obe, rallies initiated by .the PDC were held in Sydney and Melbourne, 
Australia ~~prime minister Robèrt Hawke recently sent a letter to Ridge asking for _ 
a review of,~~~i.tl'al~~-,~~ction and sentence. . . . _. 

·.· .. -:_: _ ·"': : .. 

MORE MORE MORE 
·. · ' · 

.... · .. 
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. · .. . ·'Ihe Vice president of the Vancouver local of the Canamah Unioil. of Postal Workers as 
well aS: a representative. of the New Democratie Youth joined the<PDC in leading a Fotest .. 
rallyfçrJamaLiliVaneou"er- on August 14. The same day in· Toronto, despite a torrerit:ial . 
downpour, soine 250 protesters niarched outside the u.s. consulatè as representatives of the 
Pl)Ôârid.A:ilti~Raclst Action ledc'fumts of "Mumia, Mumia Must Go Free!" · · 

··· ' : 'nie~~ offighting to saveMumia Abu.Jamal bas been taken up by many and ~verSe 
orgallÙations aD:dindividuals. The' urgent task ofbuildmg the broadestand most powerf'àll .· ... 
uniteddtii:lSe of this courageous fighter requires upholding the xight of an those who: bave ·. 
come:t;Q~er iit J~'s defense to raise their own particular ·views in their own nam.e/ · · .· 

'lTnforbmat.P.ly. spMkP.rS fi-nm thP. Pnc And RP.fnsP. ~nd Rf!Si~ .. who 'hAve lonehP.P.n 
involyécfni'~pioningJam:al's defense, were bot...'l excluded from speaking at the AU2Ust 12 
Philly rSlly. AS the vice president of· the vancouver postal workers union wrote in response to 
the ex'clusion ()fthe.PDC from a rally called by the "Coalition to. Save Mumia Abu.Janïal" Di 
that city:: -apQ:iitical exciusionism ls not the way to achieve victoryin this case. Especlallyat a ·. 
time When vie need the broadest bàSe of forces dedicated to Mumia's defense." . , · .· · .. · · · .. ·. 

! ·.~·Li.;. New· York and othér places, defenders of J amal have. been assaulted and then . ·· 
.. 

1

1 arrestf3d by th~ côps. \Ve demanci that aU the charges be dropped against these proteStenl .· · 
The çase·orMwlûa Abu.J~ bas beêome the internationalsymbol of the sf:ruggte·to 

abolish. ~e racist death penalty~ Turkish mine workers in Zonguldak have been circiilating a 
·~·· · . petition d~ ~No m.s.tter "Vvhatmy political opinion, I am~· J;he.death penalty and 

I coD.Sider ît â Crime~by the suite .... I am for $aving the life of Abu.Jamal and the death. . · 
1 . . senterlœ:a~· tbisjcru.rnalist should be canceled., . ·. . . . . ~ 

1 ·. Irish·"ii'ePlblican Socialist l'Iisoners. of War" in Long Kesh prison wrote to Ridge: "As 
a nation who h2S:Witne5seci thousands of State murders, we understand oilly too well·the' .. . · 
suffering~·upon oppressed peoples, and we are only too. we11 aware .of State frame.; · · 
ups. St~p ·tJUS. ~g. of our brothar-." A letter from the "Independtmt Self.:Mauaged Union· of 
the fnfo~on;Scieo.ce :& CultureWorkers" fu Moscow demanded that "Abu.Jamal riot be 
executed." 'and eompared ·his case to that of Sacco and Vanzetti, two anarcbist wotker$ ··. . 
leader8.who:were·executed for thar' ~litical beliefs in 1927. -

. . :8:~;~ tl1ê:;U.S.~ the South B~ .AFL-CIO La bor Council representing 120 labor . . . 
unions m Santa:Clisra andSan Beni~ counties in California wrote to Ridge of Jamal's ·éa$e: -
"This nnscarrlage:ofju.Stice is an attèmpt to .strip working people of an hueS of a future free 
rrom radsnl 'im(l)lllitimanjty by our u.s. criminal justice system." Joi.ningjournalists UDlOns 
from G~, .~ritam and South Afrlca, on August 5 delegates from the National Writers ·· 0 
Union, orgariiiea:hY tb.e UAW, voted.to make Jamal an honorary member "in recogniti.o!r·of · 
his life of:aclûever:nènt as an eloquent journalist and writer." · · . . · 

This mtenl1itîonal campaign of'protest haS temporarily stayed the executioner's hand. . 
But as we wrote.in the last issue ofthŒe defense notes: "The efforts to win freedom for · · 
Jamal must .be ~llÇled and red.oubled, bringing tô bear particularly·.the power of the · · · 
multiracia! ~yorkinC'·c!ass around the"gl~bel" · 

.... :_.: ··-· . ·. ··- •. . .· -
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